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What we’ll go over today:
Traditional Field Study

Research/Learning Assistant Positions
Prospective Partners (New Sites)

Alternative Field Study Courses
Capital Internships
SOCECOL 106W: Digital Media Archive
Advanced Field Study

Field Study Requiring Petitions
Field Study Abroad



Field Study is a graduation requirement for Social Ecology and Environmental
Science & Policy majors. 

What Is Field Study?

☆ Minimum Field Study Standards ☆
Fieldwork Component

Students must complete the required 80 hours at their placement/intership site.
Course Component

Students must be enrolled in an approved course for academic credit (4 units).

Completing Fieldwork + Course Component fulfills your Field Study Requirement

Important: The course and fieldwork hours must be completed during the same
academic quarter.

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/traditional-field-study-social-ecology-195-and-195w-student-learning-outcomes-and-minimum


Traditional Field Study
Working at a Pre-Approved Site from FS Catalog
Research Assistant/Learning Assistant Positions
Outside Internship Positions - New Site Application

Field Study Website



Traditional Catalog Sites
 

Before Applying: Meet the FS prerequisites 
Declared major in the School of SE or ENSP
SOCECOL 10 or an equivalent course
Junior or Senior Standing (90+ Units Completed)
2.0 or above GPA
Lower Division Writing (if requesting SE 195W)

Review Field Study Website: Be mindful deadlines, choose the sites you will apply to
using the Field Study Catalog + Review Course Options 

Prepare Application Materials: Resume (one version) & Cover Letter (one version for each application) 

Applying: Apply to 3-10 approved Field Study sites in the catalog 
Follow Up: If you do not hear back after 5 days follow-up with the site
Prepare for Interview: Learn about the organization + prepare questions (e.g. how will my hours be
tracked?)

Submit Course Enrollment Form (CEF): Once you have secured a position with a
catalog-site you must complete CEF by the deadline of the quarter you are applying to.

Form used by our office to collect the required information needed to clear students for enrollment in any
FS course. (Confirms Site Placement + Course Preference)
NO CEF = not authorized to enroll = NO FIELD STUDY CREDIT

4 units of SE 195/195W + 80 fieldwork hours at an approved site

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-catalog
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-courses
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/traditional-field-study
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/procedures-deadlines
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-courses
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-student-resources-interview-preparation
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-catalog
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/forms-and-applications


RA/LA Positions
Interested in Research or Assisting Professors on Campus?

RA and LA positions LISTED on the School of Social Ecology Based Placement Catalog
are automatically approved!

RA and LA positions WITHIN the School of Social Ecology, NOT LISTED on the catalog may still
approved as a field study placement. 

(Make sure you can complete 80 hours over the 10 weeks + Attain faculty consent) 
RA and LA positions OUTSIDE of the School of Social Ecology must be reviewed and
approved by the Field Study Director before they can be submitted as a field placement. 

Submit your position for review through the Research Assistant Clearance Request Form.

Which RA/LA positions count for field study? 

Research Assistants (RAs) get hands-on experience in supporting the ongoing research projects of Social
Ecology faculty
Learning Assistants (LAs) are undergraduate peer educators that work with students in the classroom setting
to support and facilitate active learning in courses that are traditionally difficult or have high enrollment

80 fieldwork hours + enrolling in your specific RA/LA units

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/research-and-learning-assistants-what-you-need-know
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-catalog
https://uci.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=eM41/oltxNAECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D


RA/LA Positions Continued
There are specific enrollment requirements for RAs and LA’s as described below, so review them
carefully: 

RAs in SE 195 must enroll in exactly: 2 units (SE 195) + 2 units (SE 198) = 4 total units
LAs in SE 195 must enroll in exactly: 2 units (SE 195) + 2 units (UNI STU 198) + 2 units (UNI STU 176) = 6 total units

UNI STU 198 + UNI STU 176 must be taken P/NP
RAs in SE 195W must enroll in exactly: 4 units (SE 195W) + 2 units (SE 198) = 6 total units
LAs in SE 195W must enroll in exactly: 4 units (SE 195W) + 2 units (UNI STU 198) + 2 units (UNI STU 176) = 8 total units

UNI STU 198 + UNI STU 176 must be taken P/NP

You will need to request an authorization code from your faculty RA or LA supervisor (NOT your Field Study course instructor) to
enroll in SE 198 or UNI STU 198. Please reach out to them directly when your registration window opens.

Students using this option must still submit a Course Enrollment Form before the deadline. 
Research Assistantships (RA) – Default Site # 1000
Learning Assistantships (LA)- Default Site # 1001

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/research-and-learning-assistants-what-you-need-know
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/research-and-learning-assistants-what-you-need-know


Do you have an outside internship that you want to use to fulfill the fieldwork part of your field study? 

Outside Internships

Ideal Placements must: 
Fall within the realm of Social Ecology 

Meet learning objectives established on the FS website 
Accommodate a minimum of 80 hours during 10 weeks
Have a supervisor who can: 

Commit to being responsive to student and program correspondence
Commit to submitting final evaluation at end of placement period

Please Note!
Deadlines for this process are earlier than the deadlines

             for the Course Enrollment Form
The process may take 2-4 weeks 
No guarantee that the site will be approved - have a backup option.

4 units of SE 195/195W + 80 fieldwork hours at the outside internship

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/sites/default/files/field-study/Community%20Partner%20Guide%20(AY%202526)_0.pdf


Step 0: Secure an outside internship/position
Step 1: Representative/supervisor must complete the New Site Application

Application Process

Step 3: Review and Sign the Field Study Program - Site Placement Agreement. 
If APPROVED: New site must review, sign, and return the Field Study
Agreement. 

Step 2: Virtual Meeting
A meeting will be scheduled with the site representative to assess whether the
program aligns with Social Ecology 

Step 4: Placement Status
For Student-Referred Sites: The referring student(s) will be assigned a site
number and provided with next steps.

SUBMIT YOUR COURSE ENROLLMENT FORM using the site
number provided by our department. 

https://uci.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=zfkc7CZ9HmwECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/sites/default/files/field-study/Field%20Study%20Program%20-%20Site%20Placement%20Agreement%20(25).pdf


Remote/Hybrid PositionsOn-campus sites Field Study Stipend

$100 only provided to 15 students 

Things To Consider

Apply to the sites that you can physically get to!

https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/field-study-student-stipend-transportation-professional-wardrobe


Alternative Field Study
Courses

Capital Internships, SOCECOL 106W, AFS
These all satisfy Field Study requirements, but are listed as different
courses than traditional Field Study



UCDC Academic Internship Program
Live and intern in Washington, DC (1 quarter) 
UCI students from ALL majors may be accepted to the UCDC internship program
Summer UCDC has a separate application process

40-50 undergraduate students may live and intern in DC for 10 weeks

Capital Internships

Website Info

Requirements: 
Enrollment in UCDC 170 (P/NP) + UCDC 180 Seminar (Letter Grade) =
SOCECOL 195 Field Study 

UC Center Sacramento
Operated by UC Davis, UCCS offers 2 programs: public policy & journalism
UC Davis courses fulfill SOCECOL 195 FS (view website for options)
Students DO NOT enroll at UCI during the quarter they are in Sacramento
Requirements:

Must submit a course waiver petition



SOCECOL 106W
A unique “3 in 1” model, fulfills 3 requirements: 

1) Field Study Course
2) Field Placement
3) Upper Division Writing

SE106W Info

Offerings differ per academic year 
e.g. Spring 2026: Project: National Registry of Exonerations

Prerequisites are the same as Traditional Field Study
Application process:

Submit an application to enroll in SOCECOL 106W
Application committee reviews and updates status before the corresponding quarter
CEF deadline
If accepted, submit a CEF for the next quarter, then during your assigned enrollment
window enroll in SOCECOL 106W



Advanced Field Study
Three-quarter Field Study program focused on community and civic
engagement

AFS Info

Must first apply to be accepted to AFS, then apply to field placements
Ensure there are 5-8 placement sites you are interested in that are AFS
approved before considering AFS
See catalog for AFS approved sites

Once accepted, you are in charge of securing a placement site
Prerequisites:

Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA 
Major within School of Social Ecology or Environmental Science/Policy
Major
Traditional Field Study prerequisites
Previous volunteer experience in a community setting preferred

If you intend on completing a research project as part of AFS, complete:
SOCECOL 13, 1 quarter participation in a research lab/project



1.  Apply for the AFS Program (only able to apply in SPRING
QUARTER)

a.Prepare: 1. Resume 2. Letter of support 3. Unofficial transcript
b.Deadlines in mid-May of preceding academic year (Spring)

2.  After accepted, apply for a placement with an approved AFS Placement
Site (see catalog)

3.  Complete ~8 hrs of in-person fieldwork per week during Fall,
Winter, Spring quarters (240 hrs total)

4.  During third quarter (spring), fulfill upper division writing
requirement

a.Produce an analytical and reflective paper about community
placement

b.Complete a final project that contributes meaningfully to placement
site

c.Present final project for an AFS symposium in late Spring

Application Process

AFS Website

Previous Projects
After accepted, apply for a placement with an approved AFS Placement Site
(see catalog)
Complete ~8 hrs of in-person fieldwork per week during Fall, Winter,
Spring quarters (240 hrs total)
During third quarter (spring), fulfill upper division writing requirement

Produce an analytical and reflective paper about community placement
Complete a final project that contributes meaningfully to placement site
Present final project for an AFS symposium in late Spring



Field Study Requiring
Petition Waivers

Field Study Abroad
Field Study option requiring a petition waiver to participate



Field Study Abroad
There are a few opportunities that have been approved successfully for students who would like to fulfill
the Field Study requirement while abroad. 
Please note, that at this time, ALL alternative and abroad field study experiences need to be submitted
via the Course Waiver Petition for review. Approval is not guaranteed. 

Fulfillment Process
☆ Study Abroad internship & coursework must meet the the Field Study minimum standards 

1.  Students must first complete their Study Abroad experience  
2.  Students who complete experiences that appear to meet the requirements and learning outcomes

concurrently may submit a Course Waiver Petition upon return. 
3.  The petition and materials submitted will be reviewed under the standards to determine if the

experience and coursework meet the standards to waive the course (no guarantee of approval).
a.This is a good option for students going abroad in their Junior year.

https://uci.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5hdRPzCs6uvgHJz
https://fieldstudy.soceco.uci.edu/pages/traditional-field-study-social-ecology-195-and-195w-student-learning-outcomes-and-minimum
https://uci.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=QEuHwqKv/loECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D

