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Project Name  

Developing GIS database for UPPP 120  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 1 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Jessica Garrison  

Title: Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: jdgarris@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Assembling GIS data on UCI's campus, surroundings, and student population 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Experience using ArcGIS and/or passing grade in UPPP 100/120 "Intro to GIS" 

How to Apply 

Email a brief description of your GIS experience and/or coursework to 
jdgarris@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Improving Court Outcomes Improving Criminal Justice 
Outcomes for People Experiencing Housing Instability in 
Shasta County, California 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Emily Owens  

Title: Professor of Criminology, Law & Society  

Email Address: egowens@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Existing evaluations of text- message based reminders of court appearances have 
been found to substantially reduce the probability that a defendant fails to appear 
(FTA) in court, but this strategy has not been tested among hard-to-reach populations 
such as people experiencing housing instability. Field study assistants will oversee 
the implementation of a 2-3 month randomized controlled trial of the impact of text-
message based reminders at reducing FTAs among misdemeanor defendants in 
Shasta County, CA, including an over-sample of people expriencing housing 
instability at the time of offense. Tasks will involve regularly monitoring random 
assignment, uploading data to a secure website, and providing descriptive information 
on the experimental sample to research team. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Applicants should have a 3.5 minimum GPA, taken at least one course in statistics or 
quantitative methods, and be able to complete CITI Human Subjects Training. 

How to Apply 

Email resume and cover letter. 
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Project Name  

Mapping Abolition  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 4 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Sora Han  

Title: CLS faculty  

Email Address: sora.han@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

This project brings emerges out of a graduate seminar on the historical figure, Angela 
Davis. A team of graduate researchers and I bring together Angela Davis’s writing on 
abolition, critical spatial analyses of prison sites, and historical artifacts of resistance 
against imprisonment into an arcGIS storymap. These texts are brought together to 
visualize the global dimensions of Davis’s thought and how they might shape new 
aesthetic and political critiques of the many borders mass incarceration relies on 
today. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Coursework related to punishment, mass incarceration, social movements, racism 
and/or structural inequalities; knowledge of arcGIS and other mapping and storytelling 
programs desired but not necessary. 

How to Apply 

Contact Prof. Sora Han via email with a brief statement of interest, including a list of 
courses relevant to the project. 
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Project Name  

A Century of Mexican Incorporation to Southern California: 
Time of Migration, Cohort Effects and Place of Destination 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 3 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Maria Rendon  

Title: Assistant Professor, Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: mgrendon@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

As part of this project, students will be asked to engage in newspaper archival 
research. We will focus on the years 1920-1940, during the first large Mexican 
immigration wave to southern California and their repatriation in the 1930s. Students 
will examine and identify local stories on the Mexican community in Los Angeles and 
Orange County. This reseatch will examine rhetoric around the Mexican group to 
better understand the local context that shaped the social and economic 
integration/exclusion of the group. The analysis will inform Dr. Rendon's new Book. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

2.8 GPA, prefer Urban Studies students or those interested in ethnic studies/race 
inequality but all students are welcome to apply. 

How to Apply 

Email mgrendon@uci.edu with a brief introduction, why they want to join the study 
and hope to learn, and their resume. 
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Project Name  

Prison Pandemic Project  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 10+ Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Keramet Reiter  

Title: Vice Chair, Associate Professor Criminology, Law & 
Society 

 

Email Address: reiterk@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

This is an archive project to collect stories of what staff, prisoners, and their families 
are experiencing in prisons during the COVID-19 pandemic. Students help to man a 
hotline, transcribe letters, organize data, write to prisoners, and learn about the prison 
system in the process. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

None 

How to Apply 

E-mail me with a resume and cover letter, explaining why they are interested. 
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Project Name  

Technology and Mental Health (TEAM) Lab / One Mind 
PsyberGuide 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Stephen Schueller  

Title: Assistant Professor Psychological Science  

Email Address: s.schueller@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

The Technology and Mental Health (TEAM) Lab led by Dr. Schueller focuses on 
understanding the potential of technologies to improve mental health service delivery 
including websites, apps, and wearable devices. As part of this lab, Dr. Schueller 
directs One Mind PsyberGuide, a project that operates like a consumer reports for 
digital mental health products. Field study students can contribute to the work on 
PsyberGuide including identifying, reviewing, and disseminating information about 
mental health apps. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

None 

How to Apply 

Email s.schueller@uci.edu with resume and cover letter. 
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Project Name  

Tensions between State Housing Law & Local 
Implementation in Orange County, CA 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 3 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Alejandra Reyes  

Title: Assistant Professor, Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: lreyesru@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

This research is evaluating OC jurisdictions in their efficiency to promote affordable 
housing production during the current Housing Element cycle, and gaging the 
influence that recent state and assembly bills have had in the revision process of HEs 
and Regional Housing Needs Allocations (RHNAs) for the upcoming 8-year cycle. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Housing interest, excel/spatial/analytical skills, great reading, writing and critical-
thinking skills. 

How to Apply 

Email with resume and short description of interest on the body of the email. 
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Project Name  

UCI Blum Center - Human Trafficking Research  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 3 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Richard Matthew  

Title: Associate Dean for Research and International 
Programs; Professor & Director, Blum Center 

 

Email Address: rmatthew@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Field Study students will work approximately 5 hours per week supporting our anti-
trafficking research. A big part of that will be assisting with gathering details about 
available resources in Orange County through online research and phone 
conversations with local organizations. Expectations: 5 hours per week time 
commitment Prepare materials for Division of Human Trafficking’s “Resource 
Mapping Project” Learning Outcomes: Understand the causes of human trafficking 
Understand the types and extent of human trafficking in Orange County Understand 
the resources needed to support (1) human trafficking victims and (2) people at risk of 
becoming victims. Learn how to gather data remotely to map critical resources. 
Prepare input for a technical report. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

For the human trafficking research, it would be particularly helpful if students have 
some previous research experience or nonprofit communications experience. 

How to Apply 

Email resume and cover letter to the Blum Center team: blumcenter@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Ulibarri Research Group: Environmental Policy and 
Regulation 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 5 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Nicola Ulibarri  

Title: Social Ecology Faculty Chair; Assistant Professor 
Urban Planning & Public Policy 

 

Email Address: ulibarri@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

We study environmental planning and policy. Likely projects will involve analyzing 
climate and water related policy documents (e.g., management plans or permits, 
environmental impact reports), as well as studying the impact of disaster declarations 
on pollution. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Strong organizational skills, attention to detail. 

How to Apply 

Email ulibarri@uci.edu with a resume and short statement of interest. 
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Project Name  

US Metropolitan Development Policy Comparison  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 5 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Seth Pipkin  

Title: Associate Professor; Director, Undergraduate Program  

Email Address: spipkin@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

This project uses a nationwide data set of city- and metropolitan area-level reports 
about their economic development policies (e.g. workforce development, 
infrastructure, business support). Students working on this project will assist the PI in 
developing an analysis in the patterns of how cities approach development policy in 
different ways, why they do so, and to what effects, especially for marginalized 
groups. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Strong interest in urban development / inequality. 

How to Apply 

Please email me with a paragraph about the nature of your interest and attach a 
resume describing relevant past experience. 
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Project Name  

Water UCI  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 4 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: David Feldman  

Title: Professor; Director, MPP and Water UCI Urban 
Planning & Public Policy 

 

Email Address: feldmand@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Students will support for outreach and education activities related to water center 
activities. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Interest in our projects and in the topics of the center's research, education and 
outreach missions. 

How to Apply 

Email feldmand@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Jenna Riis Research Lab  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Jenna Riis  

Title: Assistant Professor, Psychological Science  

Email Address: jriis@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

RAs with help with literature reviews and formative research (web searches, informal 
interviews) to assess the landscape of salivary bioscience research, interest, and 
facilities. RAs may also help with website design/organization and institute promotion 
materials and plans. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Students with a strong biologic background and interest in biomarker research are 
preferred. GPAs >3.5 are highly preferred. 

How to Apply 

send an email to jriis@uci.edu with a cover letter and resume. 
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Project Name  

Law, Justice, & Popular Culture: A Digital Repository  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 5 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Brandon Golob  

Title: Assistant Professor of Teaching, Criminology, Law & 
Society 

 

Email Address: bgolob@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

This repository is a free media literacy web resource for educators and students 
interested in criminology, law, and related fields. Researchers will screen/compile 
media, code data, and contribute additional content to the repository. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Interest in media. Strong organizational skills, attention to detail. Basic web design 
skills encouraged. 

How to Apply 

Apply here: https://forms.gle/szbJQmsVyARTMhya9 
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Project Name  

Child Narratives Lab  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 3 Research Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Zoe Klemfuss  

Title: Assistant Professor, Psychological Science  

Email Address: jklemfus@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

https://childnarrativeslab.weebly.com/ 

Requirements (subject to change)  

None 

How to Apply 

See “how to get involved” tab on our website. 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - C182 Illegal Economics  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Emily Owens  

Title: Professor of Criminology, Law & Society  

Email Address: egowens@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

How illegal firms function in illegal markets, why individuals participate in these 
groups and markets, and what federal, state, and local governments do to disrupt 
organized illegal activity. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Completion of C106 or C182 

How to Apply 

Email resume and cover letter. 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - CRM/LAW C128 Environmental Law & 
Policy 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 5 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Nicholas Marantz  

Title: Assistant Professor  

Email Address: nmarantz@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Environmental law as a combination of traditional legal principles and newly created 
statutes, rules, and decisions applied to environmental protection. Investigates roles 
of courts, legislature, executive branch and administrative agencies, and private 
citizens attempting to regulate environmental quality. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Requirement: GPA of 3.6 or higher; Materials: Transcript + brief statement of interest 
(1 paragraph) 

How to Apply 

Email nmarantz@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - SE13 Statistical Analysis in Social 
Ecology 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Karna Wong  

Title: Lecturer, Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: karna.wong@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Learning Assistants (LAs) are undergraduate peer educators that work with students 
in the classroom setting to support and facilitate active learning in courses that are 
traditionally difficult or have high enrollment. LAs in CLAP are unique because they 
are required to enroll in an LA pedagogy/training course concurrent to their first 
quarter as an LA. In most situations, LAs have taken the course (or a professor-
approved, equivalent course) and have performed well in it. LAs are an important part 
of the instructional team. In the classroom, LAs support professors and graduate 
teaching assistants (TAs) with active learning- typically in the form of group activities 
or discussions. Outside the classroom, LAs meet, reflect, and plan course curriculum 
and student progress with professors and TAs on a weekly basis. LAs are not 
permitted to lead instruction (unsupervised), hold independent office hours, or perform 
any course-related administrative tasks, such as grading. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Has taken this course with a B or higher; understands Zoom and meeting features; 
general knowledge of Excel 

How to Apply 

Email karna.wong@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - UPPP 109: Housing & Urban 
Development Policy 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 3 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Alejandra Reyes  

Title: Assistant Professor, Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: lreyesru@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Surveys public policy issues and develops analytic techniques in the areas of housing 
and urban development. Examines a range of policy topics including housing 
assistance to low- and moderate-income families, housing finance system, incentives 
for economic development, and neighborhood preservation. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Housing interest, excel/spatial/analytical skills, great reading, writing and critical-
thinking skills. 

How to Apply 

Email with resume and short description of interest on the body of the email. 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - UPPP 133 Environmental Law & Policy  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 5 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Nicholas Marantz  

Title: Assistant Professor  

Email Address: nmarantz@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Environmental law as a combination of traditional legal principles and newly created 
statutes, rules, and decisions applied to environmental protection. Investigates roles 
of courts, legislature, executive branch and administrative agencies, and private 
citizens attempting to regulate environmental quality 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Requirement: GPA of 3.6 or higher; Materials: Transcript + brief statement of interest 
(1 paragraph) 

How to Apply 

Email nmarantz@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - UPPP 5 Introduction to Planning & 
Policy 

 

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 2 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Karna Wong  

Title: Lecturer, Urban Planning & Public Policy  

Email Address: karna.wong@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Learning Assistants (LAs) are undergraduate peer educators that work with students 
in the classroom setting to support and facilitate active learning in courses that are 
traditionally difficult or have high enrollment. LAs in CLAP are unique because they 
are required to enroll in an LA pedagogy/training course concurrent to their first 
quarter as an LA. In most situations, LAs have taken the course (or a professor-
approved, equivalent course) and have performed well in it. LAs are an important part 
of the instructional team. In the classroom, LAs support professors and graduate 
teaching assistants (TAs) with active learning- typically in the form of group activities 
or discussions. Outside the classroom, LAs meet, reflect, and plan course curriculum 
and student progress with professors and TAs on a weekly basis. LAs are not 
permitted to lead instruction (unsupervised), hold independent office hours, or perform 
any course-related administrative tasks, such as grading. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Has taken this course with a B or higher; understands Zoom and meeting features; 
preference for UPPP or ENSP major 

How to Apply 

Email karna.wong@uci.edu 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - C122 Constitutional Law  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 1 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Brandon Golob  

Title: Assistant Professor of Teaching, Criminology, Law & 
Society 

 

Email Address: bgolob@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Examines the evolution of civil liberties and individual rights in the United States, 
focusing on how Constitutional Amendments and U.S. Supreme Court decision-
making have shaped the ongoing political and legal struggles over issues such as 
privacy, abortion, and free speech. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Preference for students who have taken the course (or a professor-approved, 
equivalent course). Proficient in Google Docs. Strong organizational skills, attention to 
detail. Interest in education and constitutional law 

How to Apply 

Apply here: https://forms.gle/bdLhPLDid6cCLG7t7 
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Project Name  

Learning Assistant - C127 Hate Crimes  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 1 Learning Assistant 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Brandon Golob  

Title: Assistant Professor of Teaching, Criminology, Law & 
Society 

 

Email Address: bgolob@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Examines the causes, manifestations, and consequences of hate crimes and the 
larger social context within which they occur. The politics and dynamics of intergroup 
violence born of bigotry and manifested as discrimination; social policy designed to 
control bias-motivated violence. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Preference for students who have taken the course (or a professor-approved, 
equivalent course). Proficient in Google Docs. Strong organizational skills, attention to 
detail. Interest in education and constitutional law 

How to Apply 

Apply here: https://forms.gle/bdLhPLDid6cCLG7t7 
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Project Name  

Pandemic Histories Archive Project  

 Type of Opportunity:  Placements available 
= 10+ Archive Project 

Faculty Sponsor Information  

Name: Vivianna Goh  

Title: Social Ecology Administration  

Email Address: vmgoh@uci.edu  

 

About the Project 

Using a community archives approach, document impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and social issues for the School of Social Ecology Pandemic Histories Archive, and 
thus help build a repository of enduring historical value. 

Requirements (subject to change)  

Interest in contributing to this archive. 

How to Apply 

Submit your application and resume here: 
https://uci.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5AVs3MK3q3WCkaF 

 


